Quantum Leap: Classical Mediterranean Culture

Pompeii’s Dilemma PBL Scenario
As a modern historian in an American school, you have had training in plate tectonics and volcanism many times before. In a recent visit to a 3D exhibit about the ancient cit of Pompeii at a local museum on February 4, you and your friends were offered to try out a new time machine.  

Yes, you guessed it, you’ve been time warped back to the Roman city in the year A.D. 62. The time machine malfunction has you and your team stranded in Pompeii. Just after you arrive in Pompeii, the city is cast into chaos. 

Because of the unbelievable knowledge of plate tectonics and your explanation of what just happened, you’ve been commissioned by the Roman Empire to explore past events in Pompeii, the present tragedy, and to plan better options for survival of the city.

You have four days to research this event using any links in this lesson and report back to the Roman government as to plans to protect the people of Pompeii from the hazards of its natural environment. You may also study many of Pompeii’s buildings using VRML data sets on the web. Time permitting, you and your team may wish to utilize Internet Search engines to gather information. Your prediction of future events may require an action plan or evacuation plans or other options for the population of people in and around Pompeii. Include and action plan in your presentation. You are required to keep individual journals in order to document progress throughout this process. Your group will have fifteen minutes to present your findings through a presentation using some technology available in the lab.
You have been told by the Roman government that if your group successfully protects Pompeii, you will be offered a commission to solve other problems faced by world populations throughout this period and others.
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