Mr. Spencer
Video Game Scene Grade Rubric
English 11

	Trait
	Advanced

Score of 5
	Proficient

Score of 4
	Basic

Score of 3
	Below Basic

Score of 2
	Far Below Basic

Score of 1

	Characters/Setting
	Develops an intriguing narrative, including clearly described people, times and places
	Develops an adequate narrative, including clearly described people, times and places
	Demonstrates emerging grasp of narrative writing, including some mention of people, times and places, that may leave the reader with unanswered questions
	Minimally developed or undeveloped narrative that interferes with reader understanding
	Does not address the prompt or addresses the topic but not the prompt

	
	Effectively uses strategies (e.g. dialogue, narrative action, figurative language and description)
	Uses strategies with some effectiveness (e.g. dialogue, figurative language and description)
	Attempts to use strategies but with minimal effectiveness (e.g. dialogue, figurative language and description)
	Use of strategies (e.g. dialogue, figurative language and description)  limited or ineffective
	No evidence of  strategies

	
	Effectively uses pacing to accommodate changes in time and mood.

Significance/insights are clear, whether implied or stated, and well integrated into the essay
	Uses pacing to accommodate changes in time and mood

Significance/insight are clear, yet not as probing or well integrated
	Sometimes uses pacing to accommodate changes in time and mood

Significance and impact on writer understood but may seem tacked on and predictable
	Demonstrates little understanding of the effects of pacing to accommodate changes in time and mood
Minimally developed significance/insights.  May seem superficial
	No evidence of pacing used to accommodate changes in time and mood

Significance may be absent or dominate the essay

	Vocabulary/Dialogue
	Uses language maturely, exhibiting word choices that are precise and natural for intended audience and purpose.  Vocabulary specific to game being used
	Uses effective language and appropriate word choices for intended audience and purpose
	Has a limited and predictable vocabulary that may not be appropriate for the intended audience and purpose
	Has a limited or repetitive vocabulary 
	Words seem chosen at random resulting in unclear meaning

	Storyline(s)
	Mature organization; maintains consistent focus on the topic, has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of completeness and wholeness,  paragraphed
	Maintains sufficient focus on the topic, has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of wholeness and completeness, although may have some lapses, paragraphed
	Demonstrates an inconsistent focus on the topic, shows an attempt at an organizational pattern, but may ramble or be too choppy.  Not  paragraphed or inappropriately paragraphed
	Demonstrates little or no focus, has little evidence of an organizational pattern or any sense of wholeness and completeness,  not  paragraphed or inappropriately paragraphed
	Unrelated list of details or events, no recognizable organizational pattern, not  paragraphed or inappropriately paragraphed

	Transitions
	Provides mature transitions that serve to clearly connect ideas and includes sentences or phrases of varied length and structure
	Provides effective transitions to connect ideas, but they may be functional rather than skillful; includes sentences, or phrases that are somewhat varied in length and structure
	Emerging use of transitions, but they may be weak or inconsistent, and shows limited variety in sentence length and structure; may include simple, choppy sentences
	Fails to consistently provide transitions and has little or no variety in sentence length and structure
	Unconnected ideas do not flow and there is no variety in sentence structure in a minimal attempt to write

	Mechanics
	Any errors in standard writing conventions are barely noticeable and do not interfere with understanding
	Errors in standard writing conventions are noticeable but do not significantly interfere with understanding
	A variety of errors in standard writing conventions may occasionally make reading slow and may somewhat interfere with understanding
	Persistent errors in standard writing conventions consistently interfere with understanding and often result in a density of errors
	Serious errors in standard writing conventions obscure meaning


