


After School Excellence


Large Group Activities Instructions

4A31/5A31/6A31 ~ Estimation

Large Group Activity A: Pumpkin Seed Count
**If this activity is not taking place during pumpkin season, see alternative activity below

At the beginning of your Estimation week, let students guess how many M&Ms (or other type of candy) are in a jar. At the end of the week, announce who guessed the closest number of M&M’s and give the winner the jar of candy.  

Materials:  pumpkins, old newspapers to place under the messy pumpkins, paper plates, paper towels, pencils, calculators, clear jar full of M&M’s or other type of candy.
Note to Trainers:  Make sure you cut a “lid” into the pumpkin before class so the students don’t have to handle a knife.  

Procedure:
1. Place students in groups of five and give each group their own pumpkin and the Pumpkin Seed Count activity sheet.

2. Tell students they are about to do an estimation activity with the pumpkin.  

3. Ask students what estimation is.  Explain its relationship to rounding or guessing.  

4. Show students the jar of candy and ask each to write down on a scrap sheet of paper how many m&ms they think are in the jar (make sure their name is on it).  Collect the papers and place the jar somewhere in the room where the kids can see it for the next two weeks of this anchor.

5. Tell students they just estimated!  

6. Read over the Pumpkin Seed Count activity sheet.  Allow students to ask any questions they may have then let them begin.

7. When all groups have completed the activity, share the results with the rest of the class.

Pumpkin Seed Count

Do you know how many seeds are inside the pumpkin? Follow these steps to find out.

1. Each member of the team will estimate the number of seeds inside the pumpkin.

NAME                                                         GUESS

____________________________                       ____________________

____________________________                       ____________________

____________________________                       ____________________

____________________________                       ____________________

____________________________                       ____________________

2. Lift the stem off the pumpkin. Begin taking the seeds out. Your hands will get dirty, so be sure to pull your sleeves up! Be sure all seeds stay on the table.

3. Next, count all of the seeds inside your pumpkin. Be sure you get them all. You may want to consider putting the seeds into groups of 5 or 10 to make counting easier for your team.

4. Now, total the amount of seeds collected. Use a calculator to double check your total.

5. Our pumpkin had this amount of seeds __________________.

6. The team member that had the closest estimate was ______________.

7. Congratulations!!! You did a terrific job of estimating how many seeds were inside the pumpkin.
Large Group Activity A: M&M Count (Alternative Activity)

Materials:  M&M’s, paper plates, pencils, calculators, clear jars

Preparation: Fill clear jars full of differing amounts of M&M’s.
Procedure:

1. Place students in groups of five and give each group their own jar of M&M’s.

2. Tell students they are about to do an estimation activity with the M&M’s.  
3. Ask students what estimation is.  Explain its relationship to rounding or guessing.  

4. Read over the M&M Count activity sheet.  Allow students to ask any questions they may have then let them begin.

5. When all groups have completed the activity, share the results with the rest of the class.

M&M Count

Do you know how many M&M’s are in your jar? Follow these steps to find out.

1. Each member of the team will estimate the number of M&M’s inside the jar.

NAME                                                         GUESS

____________________________                       ____________________

____________________________                       ____________________

____________________________                       ____________________

____________________________                       ____________________

____________________________                       ____________________

2. Open the jar. Begin taking the M&M’s out. Be sure all of the M&M’s stay on the table.

3. Next, count all of the M&M’s. Be sure you get them all. You may want to consider putting the M&M’s into groups of 5 or 10 to make counting easier for your team.

4. Now, total the amount of M&M’s collected. Use a calculator to double check your total.

5. Our jar had this amount of M&M’s __________________.

6. The team member that had the closest estimate was ______________.

7. Congratulations!!! You did a terrific job of estimating how many M&M’s were inside the jar.
Large Group Activity B: Conceptual Bingo ~ Decimals
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